
  

April 9, 2020 

 

Dear Golfing Members, 

  

Many of you have reached out this week regarding the change to our private golf cart policy 

as it relates to spouses riding together. 

  

Governor DeSantis’ Executive Order 20-91 issued on April 1st, identified recreational 

activities as essential services but did not initially name golf as one of the activities allowed 

under the recreational activities category. 

  

The following day there was a clarification from the Governor’s office which did in fact 

identify golf as an additional activity under this executive order. Aside from adding golf to 

the list of activities no additional clarification was forthcoming until the North Florida PGA 

issued the following statement: 

  

Today Governor DeSantis issued Executive Order 2020-91.  The EO states that effective 

April 3 at 12:01, all persons in Florida shall limit their movements and personal 

interactions outside of their home to only those necessary to obtain or provide essential 

services or conduct essential activities until April 30.  Per confirmation through the 

Governor’s Office, Golf is considered an essential activity as long as proper social 

distancing is maintained.  Proper Social Distancing includes one person per cart, no 

exceptions!  

 

Please continue your part and operate your facilities with exemplary practices and monitory 

your golfers to ensure they are using proper social distancing regardless of where they are 

on the property. 

 

On Monday, I received the following message that was sent to all local clubs: 

 

Since the governor’s executive order, many clubs have modified cart rules, yet some golf 

clubs continue to permit spouses or others to ride in the same golf cart or private 

cart.  Unfortunately, this practice is not permitted by the state.  Proper “Social Distancing” 

as defined by the CDC does not permit this action. If your Club is not following this 

guideline, please send this note to your GM or Board or management company as they 

https://universitypark-fl.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e09b2b2bb4a85f235241ff20e&id=11a5fd6a0a&e=79ab199f8c


may not know the rules or may not have acted.  The rules are not optional.  If your club is 

not following the one person per cart rule, you may be cited, closed or end up in the 

newspaper as a non-compliant business.  More importantly, non-compliant actions may 

cause the county to cease golf all together for every golf course, just as local governments 

have on the east coast of Florida.   

 

I understand and agree that this would seem to not make any logical sense but I feel 

obligated and have been given the approval to enforce this rule at our club until such 

restrictions are lifted or we receive additional clarification from the North Florida PGA or 

the governor’s office. 

 

All members with private carts MUST use a second club cart when golfing with your spouse 

at no additional charge. 

 

There has been some concern expressed about the use of our carts and our sanitation 

procedures.  I assure you that we are taking every precaution but if you would feel more 

comfortable, we will sanitize the cart in your presence with our solution or yours that you 

bring from home. 

 

I know we are all getting weary of these extreme measures and I appreciate all of your 

support during this difficult time. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  

  

Laurie Evans 

General Manager 

University Park Country Club 

7671 Park Boulevard 

University Park, FL 34201 

 

Phone: 941-355-3888, ext. 223 

Fax: 941-351-7778 

Website: http://www.universitypark-fl.com   
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